Management of congenital anomalies of the neck.
This article, although not exhaustive, highlights the most common congenital anomalies of the neck. The diagnostic possibilities for a neck mass are extensive, and congenital malformations account for a minority of neck masses. The misdiagnosis and inappropriate treatment of a neck mass may have serious consequences for the patient. Therefore, a standardized and complete approach to the evaluation of neck masses is required. As stressed in this article, a thorough history and physical examination form the cornerstones of such an evaluation. The fact that congenital lesions of the neck have varied manifestations and may present at any age should always be considered.